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PRELUDE: “Blessed Quietness”    - Ritter 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OFFERTORY PRAYER: God of the mountains and the valleys, of the dry places and oceans: 
Your voice speaks to us across creation; the flowers and the trees sing of your majesty; and 
the stars of the night speak of how much we still don’t know. As we offer gifts to you, and 
speak our words of gratitude, help us to hear your Voice anew. Give us ears to hear, faith to 
believe, and determination to truly listen to how you would send us into a hurting world. In 
Christ, we pray. Amen.     (based upon Acts 16:9-15) 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm  

LEADER: May God be merciful to us and bless us. Show us the light of His countenance and 
come to us. 

      PEOPLE: Let Your ways be known upon earth, Your saving health among all 
nations. 

      LEADER: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

      PEOPLE: May God give us his blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in 
awe of him! 

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29  NIV 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey 
my teaching. These words you hear (from me) are not my own; they belong to the Father who 



sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 “You heard me say, ‘I am 
going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to 
the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that 
when it does happen you will believe. 

HYMN # 207 “JESUS CALLS US”  note: vs. two is not found in hymnal 

1 Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea; 
   Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying "Christian, follow me!" 

2 As the first disciples heard it by the Galilean lake, 
   Turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for his dear sake. 

3 Jesus calls us! By Thy mercies, Savior, may we hear Thy call; 

   Give our hearts to Thy obedience, serve and love Thee best of all! 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 16:9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside 
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of 
God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 
Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her 
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us. 

SERMON: “Come To Macedonia”  

ANTHEM:  “We Are God’s Family”     —- Page/Shafferman  

SHARING OF PRAYERS  

“A Prayer That the Whole World May Believe”   (“Crosswalk.com”) 

Pastor: Holy Spirit, you are the One who not only draws us together as one but also draws 
the watching world to see this amazing unity unfold. 

People: We ask for the experience of unity not just for the benefit of ourselves but 
also for all those who still live in darkness, bondage, and unbelief.  

Pastor: We ask that they would see the love that we are enjoying and desire that for 
themselves. We ask that they would see Jesus among us and come to believe and trust in 
Him as well. 



People: Lord, we know that Your heart is for the whole world, for every tribe and 
language, for every race and ethnicity. You love diversity and desire to see it 
flourish in Your love.  

Pastor: Now lift up our eyes beyond the schisms and hostility we see around us. Lift up our 
hearts to see that You long to have the circle of unity spread throughout the whole world.  

People: Lift up our eyes in hope as to what can be and to what one day will be.  

Pastor: In Jesus’ name we pray saying together . .  

OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN #253 ‘TAKE MY LIFE” (selected verses) 

1. Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
    Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise 

2, Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

    Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 

3. Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 
    Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee” 

COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE:  “Sing Forth To The Lord!”   - Paxton 
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