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PRELUDE: “The Advent Chorale”    -Mendelssohn   

THE BULLETINS are sponsored by Cliff and Sheryl Snyder “GIVING THANKS!” 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are placed in honor of Deb and Mike White’s 47th Anniversary 

“GIFT CARD CALENDARS” FINAL DRAWING OF WINNERS TODAY 

THE READING PHILHARMONIC will return for a concert on December 10th at 7:00 PM. 

“WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA” are available for purchase and remembrances. See Larry, Ed, or 
Barbara to make a $15.00 purchase. Deadline is this Wednesday Dec. 1st. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER Holy God of new beginnings, as we share our tithes and offerings with you, 
we WATCH with hope. We enter the season of Advent with expectation leaving behind us our times 
of fear, isolation, and uncertainty; and we raise our heads knowing redemption is coming near. May 
our gifts be dedicated to bringing light into the darkness of our world and to welcome our Messiah 
into the world once again. In Christ, we pray. Amen.  

         WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLES – FIRST SUNDAY “WATCH” 
CHOIR: 1. We light the Ad-vent can-dles a-gainst the win-ter night 

Sung twice: “To welcome our Lord Je-sus who is the world’s True Light” 

ALL: 2. The first one will re-mind us that Christ will soon re-turn 
Sung twice: “We light it in the dark-ness and WATCH it gleam and burn” 
 

OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 33:14-16  The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 
fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 
this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 



CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 25:1-10 

LEADER: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 

PEOPLE: Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for 
you I wait all day long. 

LEADER: Good and upright is the LORD; He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 
humble his way. 

PEOPLE: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his decrees. 

HYMN: “Watchman Tell Us of The Night”   THE HYMNAL #91 

1. Watchman, tell us of the night, What its signs of promise are; 
   Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, See that glory beaming star. 
   Watchman, does its beauteous ray Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
   Traveler, yes—it brings the day, Promised day of Is-ra-el. 

2. Watchman, tell us of the night; Higher yet that star ascends. 
   Traveler, bless-ed-ness and light, Peace and truth its course portends. 
   Watchman, will its beams alone, Gild the spot that gave them birth? 
   Traveler, ages are its own; See, it bursts o’er all the earth. 

3. Watchman, tell us of the night, For the morning seems to dawn. 
   Traveler, darkness takes its flight, Doubt and terror are with-drawn. 
   Watchman, let thy wan-derings cease; Hie thee to thy quiet home. 
   Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, Lo! the Son of God is come! 

EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 
of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 
whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just 
as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36  "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from 
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth may pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with the worries of this 
life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

SERMON: “Coming Again”  (Amidst Heavenly and Earthly Signs)  

CHOIR ANTHEM: “One Candle Lights The Way”  —- Albrecht/Althouse 

PRAYERS  



PRAYER FOR ADVENT:  In this Advent of expectation draw us together in unity, that our praise 
and worship might echo in these walls and also through our lives. In this Advent of expectation 
draw us together in mission, that the hope within might be the song we sing, and the melody of our 
lives. In this Advent of expectation draw us together in service, that the path we follow might lead 
us from a stable to a glimpse of eternity. 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  THE HYMNAL #88 

1.Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel; And ransom captive Israel, 
   That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear. 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2. Oh, come, Thou Dayspring come and cheer, Our spirits by thine advent here 
    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, Shall come to thee, O Israel!  

3. Oh, come, desire of nations, bind; All peoples in one heart and mind; 
    Bid envy, strife and discord cease, Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE: “Recessional and Fanfare”    -Baylor 

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST: Sharon Francis 

Last Sunday’s attendance 52 


